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VI.-THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY, A.D. r603-1714. 
As in last year, and for the same reasons, few historical works 
on the seventeenth century have been published. The most im- 
portant is Ireland under the Stuarts, Vol. III., 1660-1690, by Richard 
Bagwell (Longmans; 15s.). It begins with the restoration of 
Charles II., and ends with the reconquest of Ireland by the battle 
of the Boyne. During a great part of that period the Duke of 
Ormonde was Lord-Lieutenant : his government is well known 
from Carte’s life of the Duke, but that work is too uniformly eulo- 
gistic, and there is some impartial criticism in Mr. Bagwell’s pages 
(p. 182). The chapter on the governments of Robartes and Berkeley 
is more detached and exact than any previous account of those 
years, which have always been left in obscurity (1669-1672). There 
are two vexed questions dealt with, the character of Tyrconnel and 
the siege of Londonderry. On the first his plain narrative of 
Tyrconnel’s career, both before and during his government, is a 
sufficient refutation of those who attempt to make him into a 
national hero. As to the second question, which is the real 
importance of George Walker in the defence of the besieged city, 
the author avoids giving a verdict. Mr. Bagwell’s account of the 
relief of Londonderry should be compared with Macaulay’s. He 
shows that the boom was cut by the boats of the men-of-war, 
rather than broken by the Phoenix, whereas Macaulay omits the 
cutting. A great deal of new evidence is collected and utilised 
in Mr. Bagwell’s volume, which no student of the period should 
omit to read. 
Die gesandtschaft der Protestantischeir Sch.weir bei Cromwell und 
den General-Staaten der Niederlan.de, by Dr. Th. Ischer (Berne: 
Gustav Grunau), is an interesting little book, mainly based on 
the archives of Berne, containing an account of the attempt 
of the Swiss to mediate between England and Holland during the 
war of 1652-4. The object of the mission was to put an end to the 
fratricidal strife between two Protestant Republics, at a time when 
the union of all Protestant powers for common defence seemed 
necessary. The letters of Stocker, the Swiss envoy, contain some 
interesting sidelights on the history of the war, but his mediation 
achieved no great success. There is an interesting account of his 
interview with Cromwell, who expressed the strongest desire to 
assist the Swiss if any occasion offered (p. 61). 
The second Dutch War (1664-7) is the main subject of Mr. A. W. 
Tedders’ The Navy of the Restoration from the Death of CromweD 
to the Tyeaty of B r d a  (Cambridge University Press ; 7s. 6d.). The 
first and second chapters give an account of the organisation of 
the navy just before the Restoration and of the part it played in 
that event, about thirty pages are devoted to the history of its 
administration during the first four years of Charles IL’s reign, 
and about a hundred and twenty to naval operations during the 
war. There is a very full and careful bibliography at the end. In 
many points the accounts given of the naval battles supplement or 
correct the narrative of Laird Clowes. The most detailed is that 
of the battle of June 1st to 4th. 1666, which is illustrated by dia- 
grams. This small book is a contribution of real value to naval 
history, though it is in parts a little incomplete and hasty. 
One of the causes of the war was the hmboyna massacre. By 
the treaty of Westminster in April, 1654, the Dutch East India 
Company had to pay $85,000 damages to the English East India 
Company. The Caledar of the Court Minutes of the East India 
Company, 1655-9, by Miss E. Sainsbury (Oxford: Clarendon 
Press ; 12s. 6d.) just published, shows that as soon as this money 
was paid the Protector attempted to borrow it all from the Company, 
and that they put him off with E50,ooo. 
One of the few documentary publications of 1916 is the Calendar 
of Venetian State Papers relating to England for t h  .period March, 
1628, to March, 1629. It begins with an account of the failure of 
the English fleet, under Lord Denbigh, to relieve Rochelle (April, 
1628), followed by the assassination of Buckingham, as he was 
preparing to make another attempt (September zznd). and another 
failure by a fleet under the Earl of Lindsey (October). La Rochelle 
surrendered on October 18th-z8th, Both before and after its fall 
the Venetians had attempted to mediate between England and 
France, and the volume is full of papers about their negotiations. 
There is also an account of the struggle between Parliament and the 
King over the Petition of Right as it appeared to foreign eyes, and 
of the Dissolution of Parliament in the spring of 1629. The Venetian 
Ambassador says that he believes Parliament will never meet again 
during the King’s life. On domestic affairs the comments on the 
facts are of more value than the facts stated ; on our foreign affairs 
there is a great amount of new information. Altogether this is an 
exceptionally interesting volume of the Calendar, and it is very 
well edited by Mr. A. B. Hinds. 
Dr. W. A. Shaw has now completed the Calendar of Treasury 
Books for the reig% of CharZes 11. The last volume (in three parts) 
covers the years 1681-5. Owing to the improvement in the yield 
of the Customs and Excise the King was in a better financial position 
than he had been in the earlier part of his reign, and was able to 
manage without supplies from Parliament. 
Another interesting contribution to financial history is Hearth 
Tax for Somerset, 1664-5, edited by R. Holworthy (Dwelly : Fleet, 
Hants; 12s. 6d.). But these documents possess a still greater 
value as showing the relative density of population in the different 
towns and villages in the county to which they refer, and are of 
great importance for local history. 
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